


The Imperium-is-the world Dune ta f;ithe_ f,kmgdom Since Dune IS in space |

that kingdom is technically “the known

Dune is a mix of fantasy tropes and SCi- f| So, the world» is orgamzed more like Game of Thrones
or medieval stories than say, Star Wars. e

The Imperium is governed by an Emperor. Under the Emperor, there are The Great Houses. A
House typically indicates a certain family or dynasty and all that they rule over. The leader of a
house will typically be a Duke or a Baron, and will rule over an entire planet. Luckily, you only
need to worry about a few of them!
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~ over the whole thing.
—Like any tyrant, he’s worried about his

power. There’s a certain leader of a Great
House rising in popularity that he feels is a
threat.
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Emperor do?
—He gives House Atreides 2 NEW planet to rule over
as well!l Gan you guess which one? Well, too bad it’s
already ruled over by...
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OCTOBER 22

nen, who rule mi-er Geidi Prime

le the obscenely rlch due to the
fact that it has the unwerses, nly source of a very valuable
substance, SPICE (or Melange).

—However, the Harkonnens are unpopular rulers due to their
cruelty and greed. They have always pilfered Arrakis for its
resources, and have been at war with the planet’s native
inhabitants.
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e Fremen are a very religious and

- ritualis

e warriors, “at one” with the
planet. They've develo ctices and technology that allow
them to sﬁ’waunjhe despite it being inhabited by giant
worms.

—In fact, the Fremen worship the worms and refer to them as
Shai-Hulud or The Maker.

—The Fremen can be easily recognized by their blue eyes, which
comes from their consumption of Spice.
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So, the Emperar is { takmg Arrakls W, lng it to the A’tr.ei,d’_es.

But if the Emperor s AFRAID of Duke Letos rd him with the riches G

Arrakis?

Well, House Atreides wonders the same thing. They expect some sort of political plot, a trap of
some kind, but have no idea to what degree. Still, they go along with it all, because of the
complications of refusing an Imperial decree, and because they believe they can in fact succeed in
ruling Arrakis.
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—For mstance Lhey can tell when people are lying and often
serve leaders as Truthsayers.

~ —0ne of their most significant powers is known as “The Voice.”
- They can pitch the tone of their voices in such a way that it

instantly hypnotizes people and they have control over them.
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essentlally arrangmg marnages between powerful people and houses to
yield powerful offspring - both in actual physical powers and political
influence.

—They believe one day this will result in the creation of a male Bene

- Gesserit whose mental powers can bridge space and time. They call

this future person the Kwisatz Haderach. Why does this matter?
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Duncan Idaho - Sword Master

Each of these serve as
right-hand men to Duke Leto
and as mentors to Paul
Atreides.
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Gurney Halleck - War Master Dr. Yueh - Medical Expertise
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Thufir Hawat - Mentat

Note: a Mentat is a person
who has trained in logical
thinking - essentially a human
computer.
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Count “Beast” Rabban - Governor of Arrakis Piter - Mentat

and nephew to The Baron D U N=a»
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SHARON DUNCAN-HEWSM

LIET KYNES
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Reverend Mother - Leader of the Bene Gesserit ~ Liet Kynes - Judge of the Change

Note: the Reverend Mother Note: the Judge of the Change
Mohiam is not only head of D U m 6 is the person assigned by the
the Bene Gesserit, but Imperium to oversee the
directly serves as the v exchange of Arrakis from the
Emperor’s truthsayer and Harkonnens to the Atreides.

advisor.
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